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Education and a D.C. General Hospital com-
missioner. She was a White House volunteer
in the Clinton administration.

In the years after her breast cancer was di-
agnosed in 1974, Mrs. Spingarn wrote increas-
ingly about issues related to cancer treat-
ment and care. She reviewed several books
on health care for the Health section of The
Washington Post, and she wrote first-person
accounts about her own treatment and care.

She had a family history replete with can-
cer. Her grandmother died of cancer. Both
her sisters had breast cancer, and one died of
pancreatic cancer. A son survived a bout
with lymphoma.

In 1977 and 1979, Mrs. Spingarn experienced
new diagnoses of cancer.

‘‘In my work, I write usually about health
policy matters. . . . In my life I am a pa-
tient, a role which takes time—too much
time,’’ she wrote in The Washington Post in
1980. ‘‘I am living still in my Washington
hospital bed. . . . A nurse comes in to check
on me. . . . ‘What’s the matter with you?’
she wants to know . . . my disease seems to
her my fault. She makes no move toward me,
even to inquire if I need anything, and ob-
serves that I should have talked to the doc-
tor about avoiding its spread . . .’’

In 1981, she wrote about her search for a
holistic means of dealing with cancer. ‘‘I had
flirted with the idea that my emotions might
affect my cancer pain during a period a few
years ago when I suffered especially nagging
backaches. I had discarded clumsy back
brace, which made me sweat and my clothes
balloon. Doctors and a pain clinic had only
given me more pills . . . the latest had made
my hands tremble.’’

In the ensuing years, Mrs. Spingarn would
write of needs for long-term care and in-
creased mental health services for cancer pa-
tients, rules and regulations that often ap-
peared to be contradictory and cause unnec-
essary hardship, and waste, fraud and ineffi-
ciency that many patients routinely encoun-
ter.

She won an award at the John Muir Med-
ical Film Festival for a film, ‘‘Patients and
Doctors: Communication Is a Two-Way
Street,’’ and she served on the boards of the
National Coalition for Cancer Survivorship
and the International Alliance of Patient Or-
ganizations.

Survivors include her husband, Jerome
Spingarn of Washington; two sons, Jonathan
Spingarn of Atlanta and Jeremy Spingarn of
Norwood, Mass.; a brother; a sister; and two
grandchildren.
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THE SINDTS’ 50TH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY

∑ Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, fami-
lies are the cornerstone of America. In-
dividuals from strong families con-
tribute to the society. It is both in-
structive and important to honor those
who have taken the commitment of
‘‘till death us do part’’ seriously, dem-
onstrating successfully the timeless
principles of love, honor, and fidelity.
These characteristics make our coun-
try strong.

For these important reasons, I rise
today to honor Merrill and Barbara
Sindt of Jefferson City, Missouri, who
will celebrate their 50th wedding anni-
versary in August. My wife, Janet, and
I look forward to the day we can cele-
brate a similar milestone. The Sindts’
commitment to the principles and val-
ues of their marriage deserves to be sa-
luted and recognized.∑

SOUTH CAROLINA PEACHES

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I rise
to recognize South Carolina’s peach
farmers for their hard work and their
delicious peaches.

Today, peaches from my home State
have been delivered to offices through-
out the Senate and the U.S. Capitol.
Thanks to South Carolina’s peach
farmers, those of us here in Wash-
ington will be able to cool off from the
summer heat with delicious peaches.

For a relatively small State, South
Carolina is second in the Nation in
peach production. In fact, this year
farmers across my State planted more
than 16,000 acres of peaches. As my col-
leagues can attest, these are some of
the finest peaches produced anywhere
in the United States.

As we savor the taste of these peach-
es, we should remember the work and
labor that goes into producing such a
delicious fruit. While Americans enjoy
peaches for appetizers, entrees and des-
serts, most do not stop to consider
where they come from. Farmers will be
laboring all summer in the heat and
humidity to bring us what we call the
‘‘perfect candy.’’ What else curbs a
sweet tooth, is delicious, nutritious
and satisfying, but not fattening?

The truth is, Mr. President, our
farmers as too often the forgotten
workers in our country. Through their
dedication and commitment, our na-
tion is able to enjoy a wonderful selec-
tion of fresh fruit, vegetables and other
foods. In fact, our agricultural system,
at times, is the envy of the world.

Mr. President, as Senators and their
staff feast on these delicious peaches, I
hope they will remember the people in
South Carolina who made this endeav-
or possible: The South Carolina Peach
Council, David Winkles and the entire
South Carolina Farm Bureau. They
have all worked extremely hard to en-
sure that the U.S. Senate gets a taste
of South Carolina.

I am sure everyone in our Nation’s
Capitol will be smiling as they enjoy
these delicious South Carolina peach-
es.∑
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RECOGNITION OF THE DESTINA-
TION IN IMAGINATION TEAM
FROM PIONEER MIDDLE SCHOOL

∑ Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, it is not
often that over 8,000 kids from all over
the world are brought together to cele-
brate their creativity and problem
solving skills, but thanks to a program
called Destination ImagiNation, it be-
came a reality in May of this year
when Destination ImagiNation held
their Global Finals at Iowa State Uni-
versity. A five-student team from Pio-
neer Middle School in Wenatchee,
Washington were able to participate in
the D2K finals and were a great success
when they finished fourth in the ‘‘In-
stant PUDDING Improv’’ category.

Destination ImagiNation is a non-
profit corporation that offers young
people a chance to participate in a

global, youth-centered, creative prob-
lem solving program. The Destination
ImagiNation program has two compo-
nents: ‘‘Instant Challenges’’ that teach
students to take what life is handing
them moment to moment and requires
them to solve a challenge on the spot;
‘‘Team Challenges’’ use art, tech-
nology, performance, and real world
relevance as they tackle one of the six
challenges, that can take from several
weeks to several months to develop.

The team from Pioneer Middle
School included Carly Faulkner, Kari
Opp, Whitney Faulkner, Jessica
Pinkston and Aaron Galbraith. Uti-
lizing their critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving skills, these amazing indi-
viduals were able to perform an
improvisational story with only a half
and hour to prepare. Not only were
there time limits, but they were given
predetermined props and a list of 12
people, places, and times that had to be
incorporated into their performance.

Can you imagine having to correlate
Ghandi, the Egyptian Pyramids,
Tinkerbell, and someone winning a
million dollars in the Lotto into a co-
herent and entertaining piece? Suc-
cessfully, the 8th graders were able to
accomplish just that. Surely, this
takes a tremendous deal of teamwork
and quick thinking!

Their coach, Shelly Skaar, who is a
librarian for the East Wenatchee
School District, has been with the
team twice at the D2K competition.
‘‘The impact on the kids has built their
teamwork, problem solving abilities,
and even incorporates acting into how
they compete,’’ says Shelly.

Clearly, this is a confidence building
tool that allows children to capitalize
on their creativity and be proud of
their ideas. I applaud the positive na-
ture of Destination ImagiNation, and
am glad that so many children across
the nation and around the globe are
taking part in such an original com-
petition.∑
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RECOGNITION OF ‘‘STEPMOTHER’S
DAY’’

∑ Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I
rise today to offer my support for the
many stepparents that contribute to
the lives of the children that they help
raise. I was sent a letter on May 21,
2000 from Mrs. Joyce Capuzzi informing
me that the Sunday after Mother’s Day
would now be Stepmother’s Day.

Joyce’s stepdaughter, Lizzie, came to
this decision as she recognized the im-
portance of the relationship she has
with her stepmother. I commend both
Joyce and Lizzie for embracing their
new family members in this manner.

Many people are blessed with step-re-
lationships similar to the Capuzzis.
However, none have ever illustrated
that with the idea of creating a holiday
just for the recognition of this type of
relationship. It is wonderful that Lizzie
Capuzzi holds so much love for her
stepmother, and it is my hope that
they their relationship can be an exam-
ple for other stepfamilies.∑
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